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REV. xxii. 12. 


Ani behold, I come quickly; and ty 
reward is with me, to give every 


man according as his work ſhall 


be. 
S the ſcripture tells us, that i a- 


A. 


ointed for all men once to die, and 
after that the judgment (a): ſo the 
conſideration of the death of other men; 
or our own, would not be ſo awful a mat- 
ter, as it now appears, were it not that 
we are aſſured, a final Retribution will 
follow upon the diſſolution of nature. As 
men may be ſnared in an evil time (to the 
diſappointment of their worldly purpoſes) 
when death falleth ſuddenly upon them 
(b); ſo Chriſt, the Lord of life, may 
tome quickly, and, his reward with him. 
Since inſinite wiſdom keeps it from out 
knowledge how!ſoon this will be; and no 
one knoweth the day of his own death, nor 
that of others, this deſerves to be conſidered, 
as, in divers reſpects, a ground for uſeful 
inſtruction, and a motive to duty. 


(a) Heb. ix. 27. (5) Eceleſ. ix. 12. 
2 au, 


4 ASERRMuON occaſioned by the 
Tuis book of the Revelation is. prin- 
cipally made up of proghein of the chief 
events, relating to the chriſtian church, be- 
fore the 7 of all things. — treats eſ- 
cially of a ve at oppreſſive power, 
— va be — 1 ſome [ok 
themſelyes Chriſtians. And it foretels the 
deſtruction of this power, by a remarkable 
reformation of the church towards the end 
of the world, and by a general judgment 
at Chriſt's ſecond coming. This final judg- 
ing of the world, St. Fohn ſpeaks of very 
lainly, in the xxth chapter, the 11th, and 
belles verſes. Where he ſays, that 
he /aw a great white throne, and one fitting 
upon it; as alſo the earth and the ſea giving 
up their dead; and that he ſaw the dead, 
fal and great, ſtand before God ; the books 
opened, and the dead judged out of thoſe 
things that were written in the books accord- 
ing to their works. After thus mentioning 
the laſt judgment, St. Zohn returns (in the 
twenty firſt and twenty ſecond chapters) to 
give a particular deſcription of the reform- 
ed ſtate of the church, in the laſt periods of 
time. In the ſeventh verſe of the chapter 
. ray, * is 3 as 
peaking from the throne, and giving aſſu- 
| rance that he would ſee thee pro * 
od panties ſhould, in due ſeaſon, be ful- 
| led. In the tenth verſe, he tells St. John, 
| that it was fit predictions concerning the 
| after-ſtate of his people, ſhould be more 
| clear, more particular and intelligible, than 


thoſe 


e e 
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thoſe that were delivered by former pro- 
phets, which were like a ſealed book for 
their ob/curity : That it was time to be 
more plain and expreſs, when there would 
ſoon be a beginning of the completion of 
ſome conſiderable propheſies, tho the time 
for the fulfilling of others was more remote. 
In the eleventh verſe we find that the fame 
divine perſon ſaid unto John, He that is 
unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill; and he which is 
ft 72 let him be 11 till; and he that is 
ghteous, let him be righteous ſtill; and he 
that is holy, let him be holy ſtill: intimating 
that, as in the ſeyeral periods and ſtages 
which the propheſies referred to, there 
would be ſome viciouſly-inclined perſons, 
together with the well-diſpoſed ; ſo ſuffi- 
cient means of perſuaſion would be uſed 
with all, leaving them to the unreſtrained 
determination of their own minds, whe- 
ther they will attend to, and make a good uſe 
of them, or not. But then a due regard to, 
and uſe of, theſe means is urged, and 
preſſed by a moſt weighty confideration, 
in the words of the text, in which the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is to be the jud 
of the world, ſays, [ Behold, I come quickly, 
and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work ſhall be.] The words 
ſeem too plain to need any laboured expli- 
cation, and the truths contained in them 
will come to be conſidered, under thoſe 
particular heads, of which I propoſe to 


treat, 
TE 


_ * » — . — — — — — — 
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Tux text naturally affords us theſe 
four obſeryations. 


I. TyaT a complete and final dif- 
tinction will certainly be made between 
men, according as they have well or ill 
uſed the mercies and means which God 
hath afforded them. [It ſhall be given to 
men according as their works ſhall be.] 

II. Tux final diſtribution of rewards 
and puniſhments will be hereafter carried 
on, according to the determination and ſen- 
tence of the Lodl Jeſus Chriſt, as judge of 
the world. [For tis Chriſt that here ſpoke 
of his coming, and having his reward with 
bim, to give men according to their works.] 

III. THERE are none to be exempted, or 
excuſed, from the final and deciſive judg · 
ment of the Son of God. [Chriſt wil 

ive to every man according as his work 
ſhall be.] 

IV. Tux time for having our everlaſting 
Rate ſettled, to be either happy, or wretch- 
ed, iscoming a-pace, and may be much ſooner 
than we are ready to imagine. [The judge 
himſelf hath faid, behold I come quickly. 


Each of theſe I would briefly conſider, 
and make improvement of as I proceed. 

I. A comPLETE and final diſtinction will 
certainly be made between men, according 
as they have well or ill uſed the mercies 
and means which God hath afforded them. 


It ſhall be given to men according as their 
work 


\ 
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work ſhall be. A proper recompence ſhall 
be given to the 4 bh ſmall and great, 
as St. Jobn had before declared (c. It 
will be given to ſuch as continue unjuſt and 
unclean, and alſo to them that perſevere in 
being righteous and holy (4). hen our 
Lord ſhall come, in his kingdom of judg 
ment, rewards will be diſpenſed, ſuirable 
to mens ſeveral characters, and according 
as they have improved, or miſimproved, 
their ſeveral advantages. This we have 
clearly told us, by the inſpired chriſtian 
rophet and apoſtle, St. John. And thus 
Iſaiah of old declared, Behold, the Lord 
will come———behold his reward is with him, 
and his work, or recompence, before him (e). 
Beſides, if we attend only to reaſon, how 
can it be imagined that we ſhould be made 
capable of diſcerning what is right and 
excellent, as alſo what is vile and unwor- 
thy ; that we ſhould be furniſhed with a 
ſelf-determining principle, fitting us to 
chuſe the good, and to reject what is evil, 
to aft agreeable to our ſenſe of things, 
and to our natural notions of the differecne 
between virtue and vice: How can it be 
imagined we ſhould be thus capacitated by 
our creator, if he did not intend to take 
cognizance of our deportment, whether 
we act up to our rational abilities, and as 
becomes intelligent, and free beings, or no ? 
How can we account for it, that our conſei- 


Here wr. 12 % l ern. 
ences 


. utmol 


and ſo clearly expreſſed in t 
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ences cenſure and reproach us, when we 


do any thing contrary to the laws of meals 
0 


and the rules of good- living, tho* never 
covertly, and out of the way of danger 
from men? And how is it that the moſt 
ſecret acts of goodneſs, or inſtances of vir- 
tuous ſelf-denial, are an occaſion of joy, 
complacency of mind, and delightful ex- 
Ration, if an after-retribution was not 
intended by the great author of our facul- 
ties? Real goodneſs, and known vice, do 
ſo obviouſly appear fit to be diſtinguiſhed, 
that it can't be conceived but they will cer- 
tainly ſome time or other, have the great- 


eſt diſtinction made between them; and 
ſince it is not done in this life, it certainly 


will in the life to come. This is the rather 
to be expected, as the very deſign of go- 
vernment is the encouragement of good be- 
haviour, and diſcountenancing the evil. 
And what our unaſſiſted reaſon would lead 
us to expect, the ſcripture is ſo full in aſ- 
ſerting, and deſcribing, that we have the 
55 aſſurance of its ceftainty, that rea- 
ſonable beings would wiſh, or expect. 
Tis fo obviouſly intimated by parables, 


terms; tis ſo conſtantly mentioned in the 
goſpel, as the grand reaſon for avoiding 


wickedneſs, and the moſt confidgrable mo- 


tive to obey and ſubmit to the creator's 


will, that men, in the leaſt acquainted 


with the chriſtian revelation, muſt know it 


aſſures us of a future retribution to the vir- 


tuous 


e plaineſt 


Death of the Rev. Mr. Grove. 9g 


tuous and yicious according to their works. 
The goſpel tells us, as plain as words can 
exprels it, that the world is to be judged in 
righteouſneſs (f). That the judge will ren- 
der to every man according to his deeds (g ). 
That every one ſhall receive arcording to the 
things done in his body, 3 rood or 
bad (). That a /eparation will be made 
between the holy and the vicious, that the 
wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting pu- 
niſbment, but the righteous into life eter- 
nal (i). | | . 
Now this doctrine ſhould teach us to be 
very humble and modeſt ; not to indulge 
lofty thoughts of ourſelves, and to be very 
ſparing in our cenſures of others. We have 
no great reaſon to put a high value upon 
ourſelves, merely on account of our diſtin- 
guſhing parts, knowledge, or poſſeſſions; 
when 2 the uſe we make of theſe we are 
ſtrictly accountable. A ſuitable improve- 
ment of our mercies and privileges will 
be expected, in a temper, and life, pro- 
portionably pious and uſeful; and the de- 
ference, regard, and praiſes of men will 
ſignify but little, when all our works will 
be examined by unerring wiſdom, and God 


will judge our hearts. We have little 


cauſe to think or ſpeak hardly of the 
dealings of heaven, in leaving all ſorts of 
men liable to great calamities in this life, 
when the retributions of the future ſtate 


Acts xvii. 31. (g) Rom. ii, 6. () 2 Cor. v. 
5 Mat. 255. 32, 46. | (% 


will 
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will make amends for all; and * 
well ſupported, and improved, will 
productive of much greater good and ha 
pineſs for ever. And ſince we muſt 
judged according to our works, we muſt 
know that we have need of great favour 
ſhown us, in order to our eſcaping the fear- 
full recompence of the diſobedient; and 
whilſt we ſtand in need of very kind al- 
lowances, and great abatements to our- 
ſelves, we can with a very ill grace ſhow 
ſeverity in cenſuring others. So that the 
thoughts of God's e dealing with us, 
according to our works, ought, in reaſon, 
to engage us to be very candid, modeſt, 
and lowly in heart. 

MoreoveR, the conſideration of our 
being rewarded hereafter, according to our 
works, ought to engage us to yield a ready 
obedience, and patient ſubmiffion to the 
divine will. What can be thought a proper 
inducement, and motive, to comply with 
the laws of religion, if this be not, that 
our ſtate for an eternity is to be fixed, ac- 
cording as we do our duty, or are diſobe- 
dient? It mult be folly and madneſs for us 
to boggle, and heſitate, upon bis trivial 
enticement, upon that difficulty, and the 
other diſcouragement, when everlaſting 
happineſs or deſtruction are before us, and 
one or other of them is infallibly to be 
aſſigned us, according as we de or 
obey the righteous laws of heaven. And 
then the afflicting hand of God ſhould - 

I O 7 
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only be patiently yielded to, becauſe ſub- 


ſervient to our preparation for the deci- 
five day of retribution, but becauſe an am- 
ple recompence may then be expected for 
all the ſubmiſſion we diſcover in the time 
of trouble. This is as certainly reward- 
able, as conſtancy under perſecution, or 
any other inſtances of chriſtian, heroick 


virtue. Wherefore, if by proper conſide - 


ration, and feryent prayer, in days of ſad- 
neſs and diſtreſs, we heartily endeavour to 
have a more patient temper, it muſt be 
comfortable to think, that the time is 
coming, when our endeayours after ſub- 
miſſion will not be forgot, and this our Ja- 
bour, and duty, will not be in vain in the 


Lord (k). 


II. Axor ER obſervation, from the text, 
is, that the final diſtribution of rewards 
and puniſhments will be hereafter carried 
on, according to the determination and 
ſentence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as judge 
of the world. [Tis Chriſt that here 5 eaks 
of his coming, and having his reward with 
him, to give men according to their 
works.] The ſame that St. John had before 
ſeen; fitting on the white throne (I). The 
ſame that ſays, in the verſe following the 
text, 1 am alpha, and omega, the beginning 
and the end, the firſt and the laſt. And the 
ſame that added (in the ſixteenth verſe) 
I Jeſus have ſent mine angel to teſtify unto 
| - (4). 1 Cor. xv. 58. 5 (7) Chap, xx. 11, 

| g* 99 . 


Your 
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ou theſe things in the churches. This is 
. was propheſied of, of old, as coming ta 
the ancient of days, to whom there was given 
dominion, glory, and a kingdom (m). This 
is that branch, whom 1/aiah ſpoke of 
that with righteouſneſs ſhould judge the poor, 
and with the breath of. his lips deſtroy 
the wicked (n). To him, the goſpel tells us, 
all judgment is committed (%. He is or- 
dained of God to be the judge of quick 
and dead (p). God has appointed to judge 
the world, and the ſecrets of men by him (. 
Before his tribunal we muſt appear (r). 
He is to ſeparate the Righteous from the 
wicked, and paſs the final ſentence of 
abſolution or condemnation upon them (5 4 
The ſuitableneſs of this great work to ſuc 
a divine perſon is unqueſtionable, he having 
all power in heaven and on earth (7), ca 
quicken whom he will (4), and can raiſe 
them up at the laſt day (w). He knoweth 
all men (x), knoweth what is in man (y), 
and perceiveth the thaughts of mens 
hearts (z). He loveth righteouſneſs, and 
hateth iniquity (a), and of courſe will by 
no means clear the guilty. He has been 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
was tempted like as we are (5), and will 


(m) Dan. vii. 14. (n) Iſaiah xi. x, 4. 
(e John v. 22. (p Adds x. 42. (g) Acts xvii, 
31. Rom ii. 16. (r) 2 Cor. v. 10. (5s) Mat. xxv. 
31, 32, 3 41. (t) Mat. xxviii. 18. (u) John v. 
21. (w) Jun vi. 40. () John ii. 24. (% John it. 
25. () Luke ix. 47. Rev. ii. 23. (a) Heb. i, 
8, 9. (6) Heb, iv. 1 I 7 
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make all the favourable alfowatice, that 
can at all conſiſt with the divine juſtice and 
hononr. Yea, worthy is he to receive the 
book (of judgment) and to open the ſeals 
thereof, becauſe he was flain, and hath 
redeemed us to God by his blood (c). And 


we may well look upon it, as a fit retribu- 
i 


L 


tion for Chriſt's free humi 
dience unto death. 

Ap then if future rewards and puniſh- 
ments are to be difpenſed according to the 
decifive ſeritence of Chriſt, as judge of the 
world, this helps to remove the ſhame of 
the croſs, and to take off the diſgrace of 
believing in a crucified Saviour : have 
no cauſe to be offended at the thoughts of 
his ſuffering, tho” this to the Jews was 2 
tumbling-block, and to the Greeks' fooliſp- 
neſs (d). The predictions of the prophets 
being fulfilled in Chrift, as the promiſed 

Heſſiah; his foretelling many unexpected 
events, himſelf, which exactly came to 
paſs; his working the greateſt variety of 
the moſt furprizing miracles; his publiſh- 
ing a doctrine that was worthy of God, 
as well as infinitely comfortable and bene- 
ficial to mien; his making himſelf an 
example of every divine grace and virtue; 
his riſing out of the grave to a new life, 
after being dead for the ſpace 'of three 
days; his viſibly paffing up from this earth, 
and reception into heaven, as one that had 


ation, and obe; 


{c) Rev. v. 9. (ad) 1 Cor. L 23 


had 
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had. fully and ang diſcharged the 
ſt 


commiſſion he wagfent upon; his inſpiring 
with the Holy Ghoſt, his principal fol- 
lowers, and chief officers of his kingdom, 
2 them with all requiſite 5 — 
or propagating his goſpel, and working 
miracles in confirmation of their doctrine; 
his occaſioning. by the concurrence of pro- 
vidence, and the good ſpirit, a marvel- 
lous ſpread and continuance of his re- 
ligion, with a glorious efficacy on the 
hearts and lives of men: theſe are great 
conliderations, adapted to fence all  obj- 
jections, againſt the | incarnate redeemer, | 
that may be drawn from his mean word! 
circumſtances, or the manner ed his death. 
But fince we are farther aſſured that Chriſt 
will come again from heaven, in reſplen- 
dent glory, todo the office of judge, in de- 
termining the everlaſting ſtate of the whole 
rational world; ſince we are aſſured of 
this from ſuch as gave the fulleſt creden- 
tials of being owned by heaven in what 
they declared, the believing in ſuch an ex- 
alted, tho? once crucified Saviour, can never 
be unreaſonable. Rn 
FarTHER,. the conſideration before us 
is enough to make the wicked tremble, to 
think how. nearly it affects them. How 
can ſuch bear the thoughts of having their 
everlaſting ſtate determined by the righ- 
teous ſon of God, who would have been 
their glorious friend and benefactor, if 
they had not rejected the tenders of his 


; grace 
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ce and mercy? Asthey refuſed to ſtudy 

e evidences of his goſpel, and ſo treated 
it with neglect; as they made light of the 
means for their adyance in knowledge and 
goodneſs ; were wilfully diſobedient to 
the laws of Chriſt's religion, and haters 
of ſuch as were willing to ſhew a regard to 
the Redeemer as their lord and king ; 
ſuch may well fear that they ſhall have 
judgment without mercy (e), and their por- 
tion with hypocrites, where there will be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth (f). The 
wicked, in ſhort, haye cauſe to be ſtruck 
with the greateſt terror, when they think 
how the Lord Jeſus will be revealed from 
heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, to take vengeance upon them that know 
not God; and that obey not the goſpel of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt (g). 

Bur then, the point before us may be 
made uſe of by well-diſpoſed chriſtians, 
for raiſing their hopes towards God, as 
to their final ſalvation, and eternal feli- 
city. They cannot think of having their 
verlaſting ſtate determined to better ad- 
_ 


vantage, than it muſt be by Chriſt ; who 

ad an experimental acquaintance with the 
frailties and temptations attending the 
human nature ; and who loved them to 
ſuch a degree as to ſuffer unto death for 
their redemption, He that moſt willingly 


1 ( James ii. 13. (f) Mat. xxiv. 51. (g) 2 Theſl, 
7. 8. * by 


undertook 


16 A Si£xMoxotteafirntd y A¹ 


undertook to act the part of Mediator. 
for the purpoſe of ſaying men from fit 


and ruin, will not fail of ſeeing that it he 


done in perfection, that they be ſecurely 
ſettled in the manſions propoſed for them;. 


and that an entrance miniſter'd unt6 
them abundantly into the everlaſting king- 
dom of their Lord and Sayiour. And 


then, as to thoſe that haye been tried with 


reat ſorrows or ſufferings, and have faith- 
fully endeayoured to acquire, and manifeſt, 
a proper temper under them all, they may 
ſafely truſt the bleſſed Jeſus, that their ſow- 
ing in tears will not be in yain, and that he 
will certainly remember their wotk of 
faith, their labour of loye, and patience 
of hope. | 5 


III. AxorRHER obſervation from the 
words, is that there are none to be exempted 
or excuſed, from the final and deciſive 
judgment of the Son of God. [Chtiſt will 
give to every man according as his work 

all be.] This is agreeable to what St. 
John had before declared, concerning his 


prophetick viſion, that he ſaw the dead, 


ſmall and great, ſtand before the throne of 
judgment, and they were judged eve 

man according to his works (. And this is 
according to the conſtant language of di- 
vine revelation. There we read of the 


judge of all the earth (i). Of executing 


% Chap. xx. 12, 13. (i) Gen. xviii. 25. 3 
judgment 
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jadgment upon a/ men (/. Of judging 
according to every man's work (/). Ot 
judging che world in righteouſneſs (n 
We read that before the throne of Chriſk 
there will be gathered a/ nations (u). That 
nu who are in their graves ſhall hear bis 
voice, and ſhall come forth, either to life, 
or damnation (o. Nay, what arguments 
can we uſe, to prove a future retribution, 
but will make it extend to, and affect, 
the whole human race? We are all equally 
liable to the judicial proceſs of the great 
determiner of mens eternal ſtate; and non 
of us muſt expect to eſcape the gener 
ſummons. . 
Axp, this being the caſe, it would be 
well if all perſons, of every age or rank, 
of every denomination, capacity, employ- 
ment, or condition, did conſider whether 
they really behave as becomes thoſe who 
expect that Chriſt will give to every man 
according as his work wall be. It concerns 
thoſe who have lived long in the world to 
bethink themſelves, whether they bave 
made adyances in goodneſs, and in their 


preparation for bea ven, in any proportion 


to the length of time they have enjoyed. 
The young may ver hitly conſider whether 
they employ themſelves in the great buſi- 
neſs of religion, anſwerable to what their, 
vivacity, and ſprightly faculties, wo 

enable them to do with the greateſt adyanz 


4) Jude 15. Pet. i. 17. m) Acts 
wk 5 60 Mat. 25 2. ; "| John 1 2 29. 
a C rage. 
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tage. Thoſe of us that are of different 
opinions, in matters of religion, would do 
well to conſider, whether we have made 
due allowance for other mens 8 of 
education, the peculiar mould of their un- 
derſtandings, the different helps they have 
had, or their particular ways of thinking, 
and have endeavoured to work ourſelves 
into the moſt charitable and favourable 
thoughts concerning them: and whether 
we have attained to ſuch largeneſs of ſoul, 
and true chriſtian benignity, as to abhor 
| the thoughts of beating our fellow- ſervants, 
or of diſtreſſing any, by politive or ne- 
tive diſcouragements, for difference of 
— in matters purely religious. We 
ſhould not judge, or ſet at nought, our bro- 
ther; for we ſhall ALL ſtand before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt (p). The poor ſhould 
examine whether they have prayed to God 
as conſtantly, and heartily, as their low 
and needy condition required of them. 
And whether they have demeaned them- 
ſelves as humbly, and thankfully, to thoſe 
that have befriended them, as they ought. 
The wealthy alſo. may very rationally 
conſider whether they have been ready to 
acts of charity, and rich in good works, in 
any tolerable — to their affluent 
circumſtances. Whether they have well- 
uſed the leiſure they could command, 
for attending the great buſineſs of religion. 
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gratitude to the great fountain of their 
mercies, and help on the intereſt of well - 


conſtituted ſocieties, as they might. And 


it ſnould not be forgot that kings of the 
earth, and the chief captains, many of the 
reat men, the rich, and the mighty, will 
for hiding themſelves from the face of 
him that ſitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb (). It behoves 
miniſters to conſider whether they have ſtu- 
died to ſhow themſelves approved unto 
God (r), by ſpeaking his word faith- 
fully (5), by being examples to the flock (7), 


| by hey the people (as a father doth 


his children) to walk worthy of God (u), 
and by zealouſly warning the wicked man 
from his evil way, that his blood be not 
required at their hands, and they may de- 
liver their own ſouls (u). It concerns thoſe 


that have been hearers of the word and 


goſpel to examine whether they have given 
earneſt heed to the things which they have 
heard, and acted as wiſe men, in well 
weighing, and judging of what has been 


ſaid to them, in proving all things, ſearch- 


ing the ſcriptures daily, and manifeſting a 
=> love he truth ; and whether — 
have been doers of the word, and not 


hearers only; remembring that none but 


Rev. vi. 15, 16. (r) 2 Tim. ii. 15. (s a 
al 28. 100 f Per. v. 3 09 1 Theft li, * 
(w) Ezek. iii. 18, 19. 


Whether they anſwer their obligations of 
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doers of the law ſhall be juſtified (x). We 
mould al! conſider whether we faithf — 


diſcharge the duties pertaining to thoſe of. 


fices, relations, and conditions, wherein 
we ſtand, as thoſe who expec an account 
will be taken of the uſe that is made of the 
talents where with they are entruſted. We 
ſhould conſider our ways, and judge our- 
ſelves, that we may not be condemned 
with the world, 


IV. Tue laſt obſervation, from the 
words, is, that the time for having our 
everlaſting-ſtate\ſettled, to be either happy 
or wretched, is coming a-parce, and may 
be much ſooner than we are ready to ima» 

ine. [The judge himſelf has ſaid, be- 
hold I come quickly.) 

Ap, we may conſider him as ſayin 
this ſomewhat figuratively, or elſe /iterally 
and plainly. If we conlider the phraſe as 
gu, ative, it may denote only the certainty 
'of Chriſt's coming ; that he would moos 
appear the ſecond time, and reward men 
according to their works, as if the time for 
it was juf at hand, So at the cloſe of the 
angel's declaration, concerning a glorious 
reformation in the ftate of the church, 
Chriſt from the throne is repreſented to in- 


terpoſe, in the ſeventh verſe, by ſaying, I 


come - quickly, intimating, that he would 
& certainly take a courſe for accompliſhing 


(x) James i. 22. Rom. ii. 13. 
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what was foretold, as if it were to be pre- 
ſently done. | 


Bur if we interpret the 22 before 


us, according to the more plain and literal 
way of conſtruction, we may conſider 
Chriſt's coming quickly, as having regard 
to the whole z0or/d, or to particular per- 
ons. 
Wiru re ta the whole world, and 
giving to them according to their works, 
Chriſt comes quickly, becauſe he'll come 
as ſoon as the revolutions, the diſpenſations, 
and the main order, and ſcheme of provi- 
dence, will permit. So, in the firſt verſe 
of this book, we are told of its containing 
a revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, to ſhow, 
unto his feryants, things which muſt ſhortly 
come to paſs, 7. e. As ſoon as the order of 
events ſhould ſucceſſively make way for 
them, in a progreſſive courſe, from that 
time, to the day of judgment. 
Bur then, if. we conſider Chriſt's coming 
quickly, as referring to particular perſons, 
we may eſteem it as intimating that Chriſt's 
coming in providence, to call every ſingle 
man out of life, will in 0 caſes be long de- 
layed, and to ſome it will be ſuddenly. 
And this we may the more freely conſider, 
fince our Saviour had been ſaying, les him 
that is filthy, be filthy /tjll,——and he that 


7%, 
is Holy, 1 be holy ſtill; and then imme- 
diately added [behold I come quickly] which 
may be interpreted as intimating that he 
would / come, in reference to thoſe par- 
i | ticular 


— — — — — 
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ticular perſons he had mentioned, as 
making, a good, or ill uſe of their advan- 
tages. 

Fon the time of all mens death, 
they are to receive, in ſome meaſure, ac- 
cording as their works have been; their 
happineſs or miſery will from that junc- 
ture, be a certain thing. The bringing 
on ſcenes of felicity, or horror, will, in 

ard to none, be long deferred, and in ſome 
caſes twill be done with /urprizing ſpeed. 
In this manner we may well conſider Chriſt 
as coming quickly, agreeable to the man- 
ner of ſpeaking uſed in other parts of the 
ſcripture. As we know not what a da 
may bring forth(y). We know neither t 
day, vor the hour, wherein the Son of Man 
cometh(z), And ye know not what will be 
on the morrow; for what is your life? It is 
even a vapour, that quickly gYaniſheth 
away ( a 9. f g 
Ap now, by way of reflection, (in the 
firſt place) if we duly attend to the con- 
fideration before us, the quick, and ſudden 
departure of our friends, by death, ſhould 
be the leſs ſurprizing, and diſquieting to 
us —A very great perſon is now remoy'd 
from us, by a diſorder of very ſhort con- 
tinuance, from whoſe age, we might have 
promis'd ourſelves a much longer enjoy- 
ment of his ſociety and labours*#. We are 

(y) Prov, xxvii. 1. (z) Mat. xxv. 13, (a) Jan 


iv. 14. Phe 
_ * He was ſciz'd with a violent fever, we 
| ni 
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apt to be overcome with concern at ſuch 
melancholy events, and in ſuch a manner 
circumſtantiated.— And yet *tis but accord 
ing to the wiſe conſtitution of heaven, 
that thus it ſhould ſometimes be. The om- 
niſcient, and infinitely good God, who beſt 


knows what is fit, and moſt ſubſervient- 


to the higheſt purpoſes, and who alwa 
deſigns a nll 515 1-0. © of his —— 


has made a ſettled appointment, that the 


moſt important events ſhould happen in 
this manner. We can't pretend to diſpute 
the infinite Sovereign's right of dealing 
thus with us; who is the author and pro- 

ietor of all things; who doth whatever 
Neaſeth him; he giveth not an account of any 
of his matters, and we durſt not ſay to him, 
what doſt thou 

Our departed Friend had been, in his 
time, a burning and a ſhining light, and 
we were willing for a ſeaſon to rejoice in 
his light. His great accompliſhments, 
with — — piety and virtue, gain'd 
him general eſteem, eſpecially amongſt the 
moſt conſiderate and judicious. He had made 
ſuch uncommon adyances in the moft 
uſeful and polite parts of literature, as did 
ſingularly qualify him for the work of his 
ſtation, as a miniſter, and a tutor. To- 


gether with an eager thirſt after knowledge 


night, Feb. 19. having preach'd that day with uncom- 
mon ſpirit, and the fever continuing without inter- 


miſſion, he died the 27th, in the morning. 


— —— — — ” — 


temper, and modeſty, ma 
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and extenſive reading, he had a remarks 
able viyacity, and penetration of thought, 
a fine imagination, and a profound judg - 
ment, very obſervable in converſation, and 
in his ordinary pulpit-diſcourſes, as well 
as in what he has publiſhed to the world, 
Thoſe that have been his hearers can bear 
their teſtimony to the ſolidity and cor- 
rectneſs, the uſefulneſs and pathetical na- 
ture of his ſermons, as alſo to the peculiar 
decency and affection, with which they 
were pronounced. His pupils are wit- 
neſſes to the great accuracy, the uncom- 
mon clearneſs, and ſtrength of reaſoning, 
as alſo the various and well - choſen eru- 
dition, that prevailed in his inſtructions as 
a mg Vea, the noble furniture, 
and accompliſhments, of conſiderable num- 
bers, in the miniſtry, and other profeſſions, 
to whom he was ſerviceable in their pre- 
paratory ſtudies, are a clear and publick 
evidence of his great abilities, and faith - 
fulneſs, as a teacher of academical learn- 
ing. Some, in all parties among us, 
who were conſiderable for ingenuity, and 
learning, have ſhew'd a high regard to 
5 m, and er. 2 of his 
His genteel ſpirit, and deportment, joined 
with his — and — ww 9 of 

de him great! 
valued by men of rank and figure. Tho 
to whom he profeſs'd friendſhip might 
always depend upon his being very fincere 
in it. He would take the moſt 1 


3 
22 
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and yet effectual methods to give them a 
ſenſe of what was really amiſs in them? 
He would be their generous and warm ad: 
vocate when unjuſtly accuſed, or put the 
moſt charitable conſtruction upon their con= 
duct, when things of a doubtful nature 
were made the ſubjects of cenſure. I never 
expect to hear him charg'd with doing any 
mean, and unrighteous actions, from 
worldly views; ſuch being his particulaf 
abhorrence ; and he gave innumerable 
roofs of a very tender mind, and of 

unning every thing that he could think 
had the leaſt appearance of diſhoneſty. His 
r and virtue were illuſtrious by a re- 

| markable integrity in his enquiries, and an 
F impartial regard to truth. As when four 
, hundred prophets encouraged the king of 
Iſrael to go up to Ramoth Gilead to battle, 
* and an officer was ſent to call Micatah, that 
his advice might be taken, tho' the meſ- 
. ſenger ſaid to him, behold now the words of 


| the prophets declare good unto the king with 
„ | one mouth ; let thy word, I pray thee, be lift 
d i the word of one of them, and ſpeak that< 
o | which is good; tho? he would fain have 
r uaded him to wor * — - 
| ngularity, yet the holy Prophet reply*d; 
Ff 145 75 Lord Verb, what the brd ſait — 
1 me that will I ſpeak (b): So, it was not 
the declaration of four hundred, or fout 
at || thouſand, or of any number of men, that 


e, (b) 1 Kings xxii. 13, 14: l ps 
dy. r | 


— —v—— — — 


26 AI Sermon occafioned by the 


could engage the concurrence of this con- 


ſcientious miniſter, againſt the appearance 
of argument and evidence. He was a 
hearty enemy to impoſitions of all ſorts, 
and to every diſcovery of a perlecuting 
ſpirit. He was very n in his ſen- 
timents of thoſe that were of different 
opinions from himſelf; I have often heard 
him ſpeak very honourably of ſuch, with 
reat freedom, when there were any ap- 
pearancesof ſincere piety and virtue. He 
been woes 227 heard to fay, © the older 1 
« grow,theleſs inclined Iamto quarrel with 
% men for different opinions :” adding, 
that © where there's an honeſt heart, God 
* will overlook a thouſand miſtakes of the 
% head.” I never knew him earneſt and 
zealous for, or againſt, any. particular 
2 but ſuch as he N IE did 
gen y affect the practice of piety. He ſo 
early ſaw the evidence of God's exiſtence 
and proyidence, and his high and amiable 
apprehenſions of the divine attributes were 
ſettled and lively, that he made un- 
common diſcoyeries of an uniform and 

fervent piety. He was ſo far from makin 
religion look diſagreeable, by unſociable 
rigours, and four auſterities, that he at- 
tracted the eſteem of thoſe who had the 
molt delicate taſte, by manifeſting both a 
facetious pleaſantry, and an awful ſenſe of 
the Deity ; happily joining the agreeable 
bumour of a conſiderable wit, with the 
decent deportment of a ſerious divine. _ 
% 5 
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his worldly income was not great, yet the 
poor had always a part of it——He took 
vaſt pains in his work, many times, be- 
yond what a feeble conſtitution would well 


admit. 
to thoſe of his family; was a judicious 
monitor to them, as well as to others that 
he was concern'd 5 Wer was a moſt en- 

aging inſtructor by his manner f living, 
which was truly exemplar for virtue and 


e 
fulns, amidſt circumſtances not the moſt 
eaſy : and his compoſure of mind, and re- 


ſignation to the Divine Will, in his laſt 


ficknels, was truly noble, and becoming 
an excellent chriſtian. The charge he gave 
to his children; his making honourable 
mention of ** unqueſtionable reaſons that 
e there muſt be for the divine conduct 
* towards him ;” the declarations he made 
of © having an eaſy mind, no trouble- 
« ſome fears of dying,” and that 
te the religion of Jeſus had taught him 
© to conquer death: theſe are of uſe 
in giving us ſatisfaction, that he left the 
world, juſt as he had lived in it, like a 
truly great, and good man. Few, of his 
ſituation in the world, lived more eſteem'd 
by the _ and good, or dy'd more lament» 
ed,——T hus we lee the fleeting and tran- 
ſient nature of earthly things! Such 
of the human race, as, by their abilities, 
and graces, might have been the greateſt 
bleſſings to the —_ and the world, 

2 are 


He was affectionate and tender 


He maintained a general cheer- 


| 
[0 
| 
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are many times taken off in the midſt of 
their uſefulneſs, and the propbets do not live 
for ever. 
Bur then, tho' they are quickly gono 
from us yet their life having been ſpent 
in piety and uſefulneſs, their making a more 
ſpeedy exit than ſome others have, can 
be no damage to them: to be exempted 
from long conflicts with death, is no mean 
privilege, and their enjoying this we 
ought to yield to, without 2 Our de- 
parted friend is now taken from the ſnares 
of a probationary ſtate; from all the 
grievous trials and diſquiety les attending an 
unſettled and ms world. Iam ſa- 
tisfied, he wants nothing that could have 
been had in this inferior ſtation. His de- 
parting, and being with Chriſt is to his infi- 
nite. — : tho? a longer ſtay below, 
we ſhould have thought, better for us. 
His ſwift paliage from a tempeſtuous world 
to the port of reſt, and ſudden removal 
from the ſtation of labour, to that glorious 
one, where he receives his reward, muſt 
be infinitely remote from any prejudice to 
him, tho? we know not how to forbear be: 
wailing his abſence. 

MoRrEoveR, tho? a ſad change, fo 
ſpeedily wrought, ſurprizes the a. and 
prevents the common freedom of our con: 
ceptions ; yet it ſeems to raiſe and direct 
the — ts more eſpecially to God, in 
holy truſt and wiſhes, as having our ſole 
dependance upon bis a/l-ſuffciency, 2 

2 rom 


\ 
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from the ſtones of the ſtreets can raiſe up 
children unto Abraham (c). And thoſe, 
we are told, who truſt in the Lord ſhall 
not be deſolate (4). | 

BESIDES, if death does its work by ſhort 
and violent attacks, inſtead of accompliſh- 
ing it by ſlow approaches; in that caſe, 
many tedious fears, and waſting cares, are 
avoided that muſt neceſſarily attend the 
long-continued threatnings of a great ca- 
lamity. 

I may farther add, that, from the deter- 
mination of infinite wiſdom, the coming 
of Chriſt quickly in providence, to remove 
men out of this mortal life, upon little 
warning, has in all ages taken place; there's 
nothing new 1n occurrences of this nature: 
fo that melancholy ſufferers, under ſuch 
events, cannot have room to ſay, that xo 

rſons ſorrow has been like to our ſorrow. 

Bur then, (to mace) the time for 
having our everlaſting ſtate ſettled, for 
happineſs or miſery, is coming on apace, 
and may be much ſooner than we are diſ- 
py to imagine; let us all betake our- 
elves to our duty, attend the main work 
of life with care, and uſe our beſt endea- 
yours to be ready. When we don't find in 
ourſelyes an inclination to any practice, or 
courſe of living, which, *tis manifeſt, we 
are called to, it would be of advantage to 
argue with ourſelves in ſome ſuch mannes 


(c) Luke ii, 8. (4) Palm xxxiv. 22. 
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as this: Since eternal life, or deſtruc- 
* tion, will be aſſigned to us, for our por- 
tion, according as we act, either wor- 
«* thily, or not; it muſt be downright 
« madneſs to neglect the doing of what is 
« required of us.“ Our working-ſeaſon, 
and time of probation, ma >, 4 at an 
end: ſo that in order to be ſecure of avoid- 
ing condemnation, we mult not live in the 
zeglefF of our duty. Neither indulging to 


ſloth, falling in with the practice and hu- 


mour of a vicious multitude, nor regard 
to any worldly conſideration whatever, 
ſhould be ſuffered to divert us from acting, 
as tis the will and pleaſure of God we 
ſhould act. 
THis conſideration, and the mournful 
rovidence before us, call upon mini/ters to 
diligent and faithful in their work ; 
that they may make advances in holineſs, 
and the divine life themſelves; and help 
on the intereſt of virtue and piety in others: 
watching for the ſouls of men, as they that 
muſt give account (e). | 
Tux children of the deceaſed will, I 
hope, be careful to remember their creator 
betime; and, whilſt they are yet young, 
ſeek after the God of their father. Heaven 
forbid that any of them ſhould deviate 
from the virtuous ſteps of ſo worthy a pa- 
rent, by giving into any courſes of vanity, 


or being forgetful of God. ou have 


(e) Heb, xi. 17. 
had 
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had the beſt inſtructions, and a moſt teach- 
ing pattern before you.——lf yon that have 
had ſo many talents, committed to you, 
ſhould neglect to uſe them aright, how ſad 
muſt be * iſſue; when he that hid but one 
talent was ordered to be caſt into outer 
darkneſs?——You need not be told of hay- 
ing immortal ſouls, an eternity before you, 
and that the time of your own death is 
uncertain, I make no doubt but that reſo- 
lutions of holy living were taken up, when 
you were receiving the ſolemn charge of a 
dying father; and 'tis not poſſible there 
ſhould ever be any good reaſon for varying 
from them. Be ſtedfaſt therefore, and un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
SUCH as have been under this gentle- 
man's care, for education, have conſider'd, 
I preſume, of what importance they may 
be to the riſing age, in their ſeveral capa- 
cities, according to the diligence they ex- 
ert to improve in uſeful literature, to en- 
large the furniture of their minds, and 
eſtabliſh moral habits. Your proſpects and 
views will, I hope, be attended with wor- 
thy and ſuitable endeavours, to anſwer the 
expectations of God and the world: and 
with nobly aſpiring after the rewards of a 
future life, by copying the virtues of a pi- 
ous inſtructor. | 
As to ſuch as belong'd to his paſtoral 
charge, or often attended his miniſtry, I 
am 
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am ſenſible, you eſteem'd him highly in 
love for his work's ſake. But then, tis 
not barely putting a value upon miniſterial 
accompliſhments, nor receiving the doc- 
trines delivered, with readineſs and delight 
for the preſent, but putting inſtructions in- 
to practice, that is the beſt proof of eſteem, 
and will ſecure bleſſedneſs in the end (/). 
The good and honeſt heart keepeth the word, 
and bringeth forth fruit with patience (g ). 
If any be ſo unwiſe, as not to obey the 
pope of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which has 
n publiſhed to them, they can expect 
nothing but deſtruction (þ). To all care- 
leſs and diſobedient hearers, the labours 
of faithful miniſters will be a ſavour of 
death unto death (i); and the words which 
they have ſpoken, the ſame will judge 
them in the laſt day (+). Obedient, re- 
Ugious, hearers are miniſters greateſt 
glory, and will be their crown of rejoicin 
in the day of the Lord. As to your mot 
worthy paſtor, you have fully known his 
doctrine, manner of life, purpoſe, faith 
long-ſuffering, charity, and patience. You 
are witneſſes how holily, juſtly, and un- 
blameably he behaved himſelf ; and that 
he ſhunned not to declare unto you all the 
counſel of God. Wherefore remember 
him which has had the rule over you, and 
has ſpoken unto you the word of God : 
his faith follow, conſidering the end of his 
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converſation (/). Thoſe things which you 
have learned, and received, and heard, and 
ſeen in him, do, and the God of love and peace 
ſhall be with you (m). 
Wr are all mortal, and muſt, one after 
another, quit the ſtage of this world, and 
follow thoſe whoſe departure we mourn. 
By all means therefore let us lead the life 
of the righteous, that our laſt end may be 
like his. The more expeditious we are in 
* — for our diſſolution, and our trial 
or eternity before the judge of the world, 
the more comfortable will! our condition 
be in this life, the leſs difficulty ſhall we 
have in our work, the ſecurer allo ſhall we 
be of having aſſiſtance from heaven in it, 
and of enjoying an advanced ſtate of hap- 
pineſs hereafter. But beſides all this, death 
may quickly come upon us, before we are 
aware. Theattaining to a due indifference 
to this world, and a proper diſpoſition for 
a better, is what can't be preſently com- 
leated ; and yet we don't know what will 
on the morrow. Wherefore nothing 
remains but that we make haſte, and do 
with our might what our hands find us to 
do : Break of our fins by righteouſneſs, 
reform every knawn error in our practice, 
betake ourſelyes to a courſe of obſerving 
all religious duties, walking in all the 
commandments, and ordinances of the 
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we can to our fellow- creatures, be care. 
ful in making our peace with God by a 
ſincere repentance, be induſtrious to have 
our affections wean'd from earthly things, 
and to have a divine temper of ſoul, ſo as 
to be meet to partake of the inheritance 
with the ſaints in light. The proſecuting 
theſe deligns ſhould be the matter of our 
daily care, as ever we would hope to be 
1 for death and judgment. I will cloſe 
all, with thoſe words, which contain our 
bleſſed Lord's admonition : Therefore be ye 
alſo ready ; for in ſuch an hour, as you think 
not, the Son of Man cometh (u). 


(n=) Mat. xxiv. 44. 


